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without food even for a couple of hours. If you can feed and give
money to the Indians, the Indian masses will at once respond to your
call, otherwise not.

In the first place, let me repudiate the "greatest man" title
though I do not need to do it, as I have never claimed or accepted
it. Daily do I feel both my littleness and helplessness. I have
never yet realized my greatness. But if 'providing the starving
millions' can make me great, I am on the way to greatness. For
I claim nothing less for my prescription, the charkha. It is designed
to feed and clothe the starving millions. Clothing, I admit, is
a secondary consideration. But the charkha is intended to feed
first and then to clothe. I have proposed to give not merely one
hundred crores of rupees once for all. My proposal is to give
sixty crores at least every year. I gladly accept the formula that
the famishing masses will respond to the call only of those who
give them food and money. My gift includes both. But who will
bell the cat? A physician can prescribe an infallible remedy, he
cannot compel the patient to adopt it. The disease of the masses
is not want of money so much as it is want of work. Labour is
money. He who provides dignified labour for the millions in their
cottages, provides food and clothing or, which is the same thing,
money. The charkha provides such labour. Till a better substitute
is found, it must, therefore, hold the field.

NATIONALISM v. INTERNATIONALISM

A gentleman met me in Darjeeling and related to me the
story of a nurse who preferred not to serve her nation to the in-
jury of others. The story was, I could sec at once, related for my
edification. I gently explained to the friend that evidently he had
not followed my writings or doings, though he claimed to have
done so. I told him, too, that my patriotism was not narrow, and
that, it included not merely the welfare of India but the whole
world. I told him further, that being a humble man knowing my
own limitations, I was satisfied with the service of my own country,
taking care at the same time that I did nothing with the intention
of injuring another country. In my opinion, it is impossible for
one to be internationalist without being a nationalist. Inter-
nationalism is possible only when nationalism becomes a fact,
i.e., when peoples belonging to different countries have organized
themselves and are able to act as one man. It is not nationalism-
that is evil, it is the narrowness, selfishness, exclusiveness which is
the bane of modern nations which is evil. Each wants to profit
at the expense of and rise on the ruin of the other. Indian